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l.-DEFINITION

619.] The term congenital heart disease is applied to structural
anomalies of the heart or great vessels due 10 an arrest or disturbance
of de\elopment during embryonic life or, occasionally, to foetal disease.

2.-AETIOLOGY
The distribution of congenital heart disease is highest in infancy and Age incidence
childhood and diminishes as age advances, owing to the high mortality
in early life. The incidence of congenital heart lesions at the Johns
Hopkins Hospital was 1-29 per cent ia 13,115 necropsies (Leech) and
at the Massachusetts General Hospital 0-9 per cent in 7,500 necropsies
(McGinn and White), Clinical statistics show that congenital heart
disease constitutes 1-5 to 2-5 per cent of all cases of organic heart disease
and about 11 per cent of all cases of organic heart disease in children
over two years of age (Wilson et al.).
The ratio of males to females is about 4 to 3 in Abbott's statistics Sex incidence
(1932 and 1936) and 6 to 5 in Peacock's, but in a personal series of 259
clinical cases it was 10 to 11.
It is peculiar that subaortic stenosis, aortic atresia, bicuspid aortic
valves., coarctation of the aorta, transposition, and Fallows tetralogy
are commoner in males, whereas the patent ductus arteriosus, the
maladie de Roger (isolated inten entricular septal defects), and inter-
auricular septal defects are commoner in females.